
MINUTES OF SPECIAL VILLAGE OF BELLEVILLE BOARD MEETING 
HELD MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2019, AT 6:00 P.M., 

 VILLAGE HALL – 24 WEST MAIN STREET 
  

MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order – President Hillebrand called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call by Clerk - Trustees Present:  President Roger Hillebrand, Deb Kazmar, Mike Parkin, Gary 

Salmela, Maxine Ward, Dale Yurs, and Gary Ziegler.  Trustees Absent:  None. 
 

Staff Present:  Brian Wilson, Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer; William Eichelkraut, Police Chief; Bronna 
Lehmann, Library Director; Tim Francois, Public Works Director; Kyle Knott, Intern; and Teresa Pelton, 
Administrative Assistant.  
 
Visitors:  Connie Urfer, Judy Bacha, Terry Kringle, Randy Dreger, Richard Alme, Kelly Hickman, Sara 
Ganser, Herb and Luane Blaser, Cherrie Blaser, Meredith Smith, and Ed Flesch. 

 
3. President Hillebrand stated the meeting had been noticed as required by law. 
 
4. Visitors Who Would Like to Speak Now:  None 

 
5. Visitors who would like to speak on an agenda item:  Judy Bacha, Connie Urfer, Terry Kringle, and Kelly 

Hickman 
 

6. Consent Agenda: 
a. Approval of Village Board Minutes: September 3, 2019 

Trustee Ward pointed out a correction on a date for the Emergency Management exercise. 
 
Trustee Yurs made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the correction. Trustee Ward 
seconded.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

7. Committee Reports:   
 
No committees reported. 
 

8. President’s Report: 
President Hillebrand stated there had been complaints received about wires hanging from the Depot.  
These have been removed from the building.  There were no other changes or modifications done to the 
building. 
 
There is a correction to Agenda Item 11.c-The location of the building for the former police department 
building is 31 E Main St. 
 

9. Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer’s Report: 
Administrator Wilson explained the dam repair process is still in progress with the engineers and 
contractors.  Some of the items on the contractors list may cross the line from repairs to actual 
improvements.  FEMA only covers repairs and does not cover improvements.  These improvements may 
need to be done to help alleviate problems in the future.  There may be other areas of funding to cover the 
improvements.  The engineers are still running the scope.  FEMA will cover 75% of the repairs. 

 
10. Unfinished Business: 
  

a. Discussion and Possible Action on Recommendation from the Public Works and Parks Committee to 
approve a Policy for Naming and Renaming of Public Parks, Park Facilities, and Recreation Areas 
 



Administrator Wilson reviewed the memo received from the attorney’s office regarding suggested 
changes to the policy.  There are two versions, one with the changes and the other one was a clean 
copy.  The attorney also suggested adopting the policy by resolution.  Trustee Ziegler reviewed the 
changes the Public Works and Parks Committee would suggest.  There was no action on the policy at 
this time as the resolution will be on the next meeting agenda. 
 

b. Discussion and Possible Action on Recommendation from the Public Works and Parks Committee to 
name the main soccer field in Blaser  
 
There was discussion on sign regulations and how this should be done.  There was also a question on 
whether not the Blasers, who donated the land, had been contacted regarding this change.  Although 
the village is not required to ask as the land was donated as thus a gift, Herb and Luane Blaser were in 
the audience and asked how they felt.  Herb Blaser said he has no objection at this time. 
 
Trustee Ziegler made a motion to name the main soccer field in Blaser Park “Robinson Field”. 
Trustee Salmela seconded.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

 
11. New Business: 

 
a. Discussion and Possible Action on Recommendation from the Finance and Personnel Committee to 

approve a proposal for Village Banking Services with the State Bank of Cross Plains  
 
President Hillebrand informed the Board Members that the Finance and Personnel Committee met with 
four banking institutes that provided proposals.  Those were Monona Bank; Capital Bank; Bank of New 
Glarus, Sugar River Bank; and State Bank of Cross Plains, formerly Union Bank of Trust.  President 
Hillebrand provided a brief explanation of portions of the proposals and reviewed the action taken by 
the committee. 
 
Trustee Ziegler made a motion to remain with the State Bank of Cross Plains, formerly Union 
Bank and Trust, for the Village Banking Services effective July 1, 2020. Trustee Ward seconded.  
Motion carried 7-0. 
 

b. Discussion and Possible Action on Recommendation from the Community Development Authority of 
the Village of Belleville, Wisconsin to approve a proposal by JSD Professional Services, Inc. for 
Professional Consulting Services as part of the Riverfront Development – Phase 3 to be funded by the 
2019 or 2020 Budget 
 
Administrator Wilson reviewed the proposal from JSD Professional Services, Inc. for consulting 
services for the Riverfront development for approximately $14,000.  Administrator Wilson explained 
how this portion of the project would be funded and where it was coming from in the budget.  There is 
some money in the CDA portion of the budget that has not been spent in 2019 and with additional 
funding from 2020 budget.  
 
Trustee Ziegler made a motion to approve the proposal from JSD Professional Services, Inc. for 
consulting services for the Riverfront development not to exceed $14,000 for phase 3 for 
consulting services for the pedestrian trail with funds from CDA. Trustee Yurs seconded. 
 
Several audience members wanted to be heard and expressed their concern that the village would 
spend taxpayer money on something that could be handled differently by way of meetings with the 
public before hiring an engineering firm.  There were several comments and questions.  There was a 
long discussion on this agenda item. 
 
Terry Kringle made several points, including, but not limited to the proposal was too vague, who owns 
the land along the river/lake (this needs to be figured out as it may be the State of Wisconsin), has 
anyone looked at what work actually has to be done, there are better options available, and there 



needs to be a definite direction for the project.  Many in the audience were concerned about spending 
$14,000 without a direction or actual plan.  Ed Flesch asked why a Request For Proposal (RFP) was 
not requested and only one engineering firm was providing a proposal.  There was discussion on this 
question.  Village policy does not require an RFP for requesting information from an engineering firm.  
There was discussion on how much will be spent on the project and what the outcome will net.  There 
was also concern that land owners along the prospective project were not contacted and a request had 
been made that letters be sent.  Many audience members urged the Board Members to not vote for this 
proposal as there was not enough information and the village should spend the taxpayer money more 
wisely. Those audience members not in favor of the riverwalk include, but may not be limited to, Ed 
Flesch, Richard Alme, Kelly Hickman, and Randy Dreger. 
 
President Hillebrand pointed out that there was much misinformation being spread about this project.  
The Village was not condemning property just to take it over for the project but needs to know what’s 
available or can be done.  The Village does want to improve the downtown area and needs to start 
somewhere.  The Village must investigate the options. 
 
Randy Dreger provided the Board Members with a handout, which he stated expressed his comments 
and disagreement with this action.  In addition, he made comments including, but not limited to, the 
intent is to beautify Belleville and that is important, however, why start in the back of the properties on 
Main St?  There are companies that wish to buy property in Belleville for expansion and this is not 
helping those businesses.   He expressed his disagreement with this action/project. 
 
Kelly Hickman often asked to return to the point of the discussion and ask what is needed of the 
taxpayers to make sure the Village Board Members are listening to them.  He urged the Board 
Members to come up with a better way to spend the taxpayers’ money. 
 
Trustee Hillebrand made a motion to call the question. Trustee Salmela seconded.  Motion 
carried 7-0 (to call the question). 
 
Vote on motion by roll call vote:  Motion failed. 1-6 
Trustee Parkin: No  Trustee Ziegler: No 
Trustee Salmela: No  Trustee Hillebrand: No 
Trustee Ward: No  Trustee Kazmar: No 
Trustee Yurs:  Yes 
 
There was discussion on how to proceed from here.  Initially, President Hillebrand stated the agenda 
item would be returned to the Community Development Authority (CDA) for further review.  Trustee 
Yurs suggested having a Committee as a Whole meeting.  This would allow all the board members to 
be around the table to discuss this topic with public input.  He suggested this as the recommendation 
came from the CDA and thus the Board knows what they wanted for the project.  The Lingonberry 
Llama manager, **, spoke on behalf of the owner who was in favor of the Riverwalk going through that 
property.  With this said, she stated, there is too much misinformation and too many unknowns at this 
time and a public format is a good idea.  There was additional discussion on this agenda item.  The 
audience continued to express their concern about this project and made suggestions for other options 
on how to begin this project. 
 
Kyle Knott an intern hired by the village to keep up communications apologized for not adequately 
informing the business owners of this prospective project.  Upon his being hired, he reviewed the 2017 
** study which outlined three key points from business owners in Belleville.  The three key points were 
increasing communications, improving relations with business owners, and developing the downtown 
theme.  Kyle started working on developing the downtown theme right away.  He then provided a brief 
review of what he has been doing and what should be done. He believes it is possible to have a 
comprehensive look for the downtown area but it will take at least a year to get things accomplished. 
 
Kelly Hickman as what needs to be done regarding this agenda item.  Trustee Yurs outlined what a 
Committee as a Whole does and how that would operate or look like.  The meeting would have an 



agenda and include all the board members, public comments would be encouraged, and there would 
be no action taken at the meeting.  It would be anticipated that some parameters for the project would 
be a result of the meeting. 
 
Trustee Yurs stated the conversation should not end tonight.  His email address and phone number are 
public regard.  He encouraged anyone with questions or concerns to contact him.  He responds to 
email messages and does answer his phone.  Trustee Salmela stated that would also apply to him and 
any of the other board members.  He also encouraged people to send emails or make phone calls to 
the board members. 
 
Trustee Ziegler made a motion to have a meeting of the Committee of the Whole and send 
letters to all property owners of the lakefront and riverfront. Trustee Ward seconded.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 
 

c. Discussion and Possible Action regarding disposition of the current Police Department facility located at 
33 E. Main Street 
 
President Hillebrand informed the Board Members that the Fire Department has verbally expressed 
interest in the building at 31 E Main St.  There has not been a formal, written letter of interest received 
yet.  There was discussion about how the village can sell a building that had to be vacated by the police 
department due to issues with mold.  It was pointed out that this would be the same as purchasing a 
foreclosure building.  It was also pointed out that the building will continue to cost money and should be 
given/sold as soon as possible.  It would be too costly to demolish.  The Board Members were 
reminded of the village policy on surplus property.  President Hillebrand asked Administrator Wilson to 
check with legal counsel on what documents are required and then contact the Fire Chief.  The Plan 
Commission would also likely be involved in the transfer/sale of this building. 
 

d. Discussion and Possible Action to designate the Public Works 2005 Chevy Silverado as surplus 
equipment 
 
Administrator Wilson explained this vehicle is no longer needed by public works and Public Works 
Director Francois is preparing to get rid of it. 
 
Trustee Ziegler made a motion to designate the Public Works 2005 Chevy Silverado as surplus 
equipment by way of auction. Trustee Salmela seconded.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

 
12. Other Business: 

 
a. Correspondence: MSA update included in the packet. 

 
b. Announcements:  None. 

 
c. Future Meeting Dates 

 
• Community Development Authority, Wed., Sept. 18, 5:30 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Finance and Personnel Committee, Mon., Sept. 23, 5:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Public Works and Parks Committee, Thurs., Sept. 26, 1:45 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Fire and EMS District Annual Fire Meeting, Mon., Sept. 30, 7:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Municipal Court (Juveniles), Tues., Oct. 1, 6:00 p.m. at Village Hall-cancelled 
• Village Board Regular Meeting, Mon., Oct. 7, 6:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Fire and EMS District Annual EMS Meeting, Tue., Oct. 8, 7:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
•     Library Board, Wed., Oct. 9, 6:00 p.m. at the Library 
• Plan Commission, Wed., Oct. 9, 7:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Economic Development Committee, Thur., Oct. 10, 7:00 a.m. at Village Hall 
•     Police Committee, Mon., Oct. 14, 5:30 p.m. at Police Department (new) 



• Municipal Court (Adult/Traffic), Tues., Oct. 15, 6:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Community Development Authority, Wed., Oct. 16, 5:30 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Village Board Special Meeting, Mon., Oct. 21, 6:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
• Committee of the Whole, Mon., Oct. 28, 6:00 p.m. at Village Hall 
 

d. Questions and Items for Referral:  None 
 
13. Adjournment   
 

Trustee Ward made a motion to adjourn. Trustee Yurs seconded.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
President Hillebrand adjourned the meeting at 7:48 p.m. 
 

-Teresa Pelton 
 
These minutes were approved by the Belleville Board of Trustees on October 7, 2019. 
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